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j. iy. 18. who fays Philo interpreted thofe Hebrew Namesthat are 
found in the Law and the Prophets, which could not be true, if he 
had been altogether ignorant of the Hebrew Tongue. As to the 
many Hebrew Words, which we find ill interpreted in his Works, it 
was becaufe he would indulge his Allegories or other Speculations 
to which he was fo much additted. Moreover Philo himfelf migh- 
tily commends the ftudy of Languages, de Comfuf. 1. p. 252. And 
ia his 2d Book of the Life of Mofes, he gives us his Judgment 
thus, of the Alexandrian Verfion, They fond out Names accommo- 
dated to the things which alone declared the Senfe very aptly ; our 
Author thinksno wife nor prudent Man would fay fo, if he could 
not fo much as read Hebrew. But admitting that he under- 
ftood not that Language, he could not be ignorant of that Greek 
word, by which the Hellenifts expreffed that Targumical Saying, 
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{n hne, our Learned Author fays, that he hath neither indulged 
Love nor Hatred in what he hath thus wrote, nor did he propofe to 
himfelf to reduce M. Le Cleve to a found Mind, whom he gives up 
as loft, but his defign wasonly to fhew that Le C/erc’s Writings are 
fomuch cried up at prefent for no other Reafon, but becaufe they 
mightily help forward, and promote the endeavours of pro- 
phane Perfons who will not allow that there is any My- 
{tery in Sacred Things, pand ave the way toa Latitudinarian Re- 
ligion. 








Zoe Frifiezum Antiquttate; & Origine Libri tres. Iv 
guibus non Modo ejus Gentis proprie, fed &s Communis Ger- 
mania totins Antiquitates Multe, haélenus incognita, produn- 
tur 5 €8 obfcurt Veterum Scriptorum Loct plurimt iluftrantur. 
Autore Suftrido Petro. Lesvardenft Brifio#. F.C, Franequere 
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§< HE Learned Author hath publifhed this Book as a Proemium 
: vo a larger Work of 60 Books, wherein he defigns to com- 
; prehend all the Hiftory and Antiquity of freez/and. 

He hath divided this Book into three Parts. In the firft, 
he confutes the erroneous Opinions concerhing the Origine of the 
breeslacders. in the fecond, he anfwers fome Objections againtt 
what he advances ; and in the third, he confirms his own Opinon hy 
Arguments, The 
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The Antiquity of the Frees/anders is demonftrable frorn this.that 
they are mentioned in the oldeft Greek and Latin Authors, by the 
fame Name they now enjoy. And Sirabe, Prolomy, Pliny, Tacitus 
and others affign them the fame Country which they now poles. 
But the reft of the Germans have all of them changed their Auti- 
ent Habitations or Names : for that Country called Saxeny, is not 
the fame which Prolomy affigns to the Antient Saxons, and the 
Names of Holland, Over-Ifel, Gelderland, Weftpbalia, and other 
Neighbouring Countries are new, and no where to be tound in 
Antient Writers. Our Author thinks it very confiderable, that the 
Freeslonders have Annals of 2000 Years ftanding, that they can pro- 
duce from their Archives, which, he is of Opinion, are not only 
fuificient to prove the Antiquity of the Freez/unders, but may give 
great Lightto the Affairs of the Romans, tranfacted in Germany ; 
and alfo to thofe of the Danes, French, Saxons and Dutch. He 
begins the Freesland Era 313 Years before Chrift, fince which their 
Commonwealth hath undergone 4 confiderable Changes; {fd thar 
they can give the Exprefs number of Years,that they were govern’d 
by Princes, Dukes and Kings, tillthe time of Charlemagne , hove 
long they were govermd by States,till the time of the Azarchy; how 
long by Fattions, till the time of Charles V. and how long they 
have been govern’d by Lords, till thisday. He fays the Origin of 
the Town of Stavren is as Ancient as that of their Princes, that 
it was formerly the Capital of the Kingdom of Freesland, and en- 
joys this prerogative above all the Han’s-Towns, that their Ships 
muft be allowed the firft Paffage through the Sound, and others 
muft wait till they be pafied. 

Our Author inhis Enquiry, Whether the Frees/anders be Indigene 
or Advene, firft diftinguifhes betwixt the Acceptation of thofe 
Words hy the Heathens and Chriftians. The Heathen, when they 
could not trace the Origine of Nations, ufed to call them Terr. 
gené, 1. ¢. Karth-born, as if they had at firft {prung up out of the 
Land they inhabited. And thofe who tranfplanted themfelves from 
other Countries they called Advena, 1 Strangers. But Chriftians 
being better informed by the Holy Scriptures, know that the Origin 
of all Nations muft be derived from Noab and his Family, and 
therefore call thofe Indigenc,who have {till poffetizd thofe Countries 
they inhabited firft after the Flood, and thofe who have tran{plan- 
ted themfelves into other Countries they call ddvene. * In the tormer 
fenfe Crantsius, Rbenanus, Nuenarizs and many others, call the 


Gertnans Indigene, and Guiccrardin calls the Freezlanders fo upon 
bye the 





So The Ctiowhs of the Learwen, 


the fame Account, but ovr Author proves the contrary as tothe 
latter from their own Archives. . 

He confiites the Opinion of thefe who think the Country took its 
Name from an Accident, as that the Emperour Vulertintan called it 
¥reeslind, becaufe of its Cold,it being ridiculous that he fhould call 
it fo intheir own common Dialect. He reje€ts aifo the Opinion of 
thofé that derived the Name from the Phrygians, which is Syno- 
nimovs with that of the Frevcs, and that they were fo called, 
tor afferting their Liberty, becaufe then, fays he, other Nations 
who {hook off the Yoke of Slavery, would have been called by the 
dame Name ; ard therefore he is of Opinion, that the Country was 
10 called from Fr7fo, the Founder’of the Nation. 

In the ninth Chapter of his firft Book, he givesa fuccin&t Chro- 
nology of Frcesland, from the beginning of the Nation,to the time 
of Charlemagne, which in brief is thus; Frz/o landed in Germany 
in the year 313. before Chrift, and poflefs’d himfelf of that part of 
the Northern Coaft, betwixt the Cherfonefius Cimbrica, and the 
loweft Branch of the Rbixe, thofe Countries he divided betwixt 
his 7 Sons, and called them Zee/ands from their Situation. Our 
Author thinks that the care of reftraining Inundations by Banks, 
Rulwarks, Water-Mills, &c. was committed to him by the People 
of the North, whence it cameto pafs that the Freezlanders gairr’d a 
great part of the Land they now poflefS out of theSea. Our Au- 
thor thinks likewife that he was intrufted by thofe of the South, 
witn thecare of the Pafies and Publick Reads from Fur/and to the. 
Rhine, and that by Garrifons of his Fr7fon’s he defended Merchants 
and Travellers from Thieves and Robbers; and hence they had 
Tollsand Cuftoms allowed them as a Compenfation, a power of 
making their own Laws, and Freedom irom Foreign Wars, fo 
tharthey were not obliged to fend Soldiers out of their own Coun- 
try. They had likewife many other Priviledges and Immunities 
allowed them, of which fome were confirmed by dAwguftus Cefar, 
afterwards by Charlemagne, then by Charfes V. and Philip Il. of 
Spa. 

The Freezlandcrs were at fiult governed by 7 Princes, whofe 
Reigns amounted in the whole to 443 Years, to them fucceded 7 
Dukes, who governed 262 Years. They were followed by 9 Kings, 
who reigned 383 Years; inthe whole 1088 Years. Stavren con- 
tinued to bethe Metropolis of the Country for 193 Years, there the 
Prince fixed the Seat of his Government, and adminiftred the fame 
ever his 7 Zee/ands by Governours and Judges. About the Year 
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before Chrift, 120. Frifo, Jun. Son to Grunus, the Founder of 
Groningen, married the Daughter of Ubbo, Prince of Freezland, 
and receiving Furces from his own Father, and his Father-in-Law, 
planted a Colony in a defolate Ifland, Weflward, beyond the moft 
Eafterly Branch of the Rbvze, and called it New Freezland, after , 
his own Name, and chofe a Seat for himfelf in it, which was 
about a Mile from that place, where afterwards Alcmaer was 
built. There. he laidthe Foundation of a City, andcalled it after 
his Wife’s Name Froungaft, and by fome it was called Vrongeift and 
Vrontegeift. Afterwards this City encreafed wonderfully, and be- 
came'a great’ Mart-Town, and the Romans called it Verona, by. 
reafon of the Affinity between its Name, and that of Verona in 
ftaly. And our Author faith, thatthis may folve the difficulty thar 
is found in the Story of the 11000 Virgins. For fome, when they 
read that the Virgins loofed from Britain, and were driven by Tem- 
peft into Verona, knowing no other Verova but that in Iraly, did 
sroundlefly put Bonne inftead of Verona. This is the truth of that 
Hiftory, which our Author iays Ignorance hath corrupted ; it being 
no ways incredible that they were driven into Verona in Freezlund, 
when there was an eafie Paflage from Britain into that Port. ‘ 

Our Author fays, that thofe things which Tucitus,/. 4. mentions as- 
done by the Freezlanders, are to be referred to this Weft Ereeslind , 
asthe nearnefs of kreez/and to Baitavia, which Tacitus infinuates, 
feems to requiré: For aboutrs5o Years after the planting that 
Colony, the Romans made O/ennius, a Noble Man, and one skilled. 
- in Military Affairs, Governour of Freezland. This Olennius, as 
our Author fays, was calied in the Language of his Country Polle,. 
which fignifies a Jolt-head, for the Freezlanders call the Head 
en Wolle. Their Annals ikewife giveus the following Account. 
why about thofe times the Name of Frees/and was changed, which. 
had alfo been impofed on this Countiy. Ovennzus, above-mention’d, 
collecting the Tribute with too much rigor, did thercby force the.. 
Freezlanders to. rebel, and brought them into great Calamities, . 
whereupon they called thisCountry Bolle andt, by way of con- 
tempt, and from thence camethe Name of Holland. 

He adds, that thofe New, or Weitern freezlanders continued 420 
Years under an Ariftocratical Government; fo that during. this in- 
terval very few or none of their Princes are mentioned. However, 
they enlarged their Territories weftward. towards Brabent anc 
Kaxders. But afterwardsabout the 300 Year of Chrift, and the 2d. 
of Haro, Duke. of O/d Freesland, Didericus, Garo’s ey 
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king with him four others of his Kinfmen, he carried a new Colony 
into that part of Weft Frecsland, now called Waterland, and 
which at that time wasnot habitable, becaufe of the frequent 
Inundations, and wild Woods. Didericus built Medendlick, which 
was the Metropolis of New Freez/and, and this Colony joining 
with the other, they enlarged their Dominions fo far towards the 
Weft, that they grew equal almoft to a duly proportioned King- 
dom. But when Didericus, whofe Ambition advanced with his 
Fortune, affumed a Crown and the Title of King, inftead of that 
of Duke, Herc, Duke of Eaft Freezland looking upon it as abfurd, 
that the Vaflal fhould feem to be of grearer Dignity than his 
Lord, made War with him, and depoted him. His Succeffors 
however did afterwards reailume the Royal Diadem, about the 
Year of Chrift 3.92. from which time it began to be ealled the King- 
dom of Fecz/and, and was divided into two Sovereignties, the 
Metropolis of Eaft. Frecsland being Stavren, and that of Weft 
Freeslind Medenbhck. The Race of Didericus, the Weft Freesland 
King, failed not long after in Edzmus, who adopted Beroald Son to 
the King of Eaft Freesland, and foon after died ; fo that about 
the Year of Chritt 533. Beroaldus fucceeded to both, and after 
having reign’d happily for about 60 Ycars, was deprived of his Life 
and Kingdom-by Clotharius IL. King of France, about the Year of 
Chrift 593. His Son Adgi// fucceeded, and after him there reigned 
four other Princes, who fometimes agreed, and at other times dif- 
fered with the French, till the time of Char/emagne, who overcame’ 
Radbod the Second, and reftored the Freezlanders to their An- 
cient Liberty. 

Our Author in the next place makes a large Digreffion about the 
Origin of the German Name. He differs from Tacitus, who thinks 
that Name was given them but a little before his time, and fays, ir 
rather grew obfolete not long after. He is alfo of opinion, that 
the Name of Tewtons is ftill much later, and derives the Name 
from Togarma, mentioned in the roth of Genefis, by taking away 
the firft Syllable, changing Gorma into Germa, and thence forming 
Germans. 

He confutes thofe who derive the Origin of the Freezlanders 
from the Hyperboreans, or from a Colony of Jews, fent to 
Ereesland by Vefpafian aiter the Deftruction ot Ferufalem, and fay 
this laft Fable is more applicable to part ot Pomerland, where the 
Country-men at Plow conftantly fing one Nore, like the Cuccow, 
and cry, Fern Vefpa, Fer Vefpa, Jere Vefpa, in remembrance 
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of their Antient Country, deftroyed by Ve/pafian, as they al- 
ledge. 

Fe likewife confutes the Opinion of their being defcended from 
Fyifius, Sonto Clogio, King of France. and that his Pofterity paid a 
Tribute of 260 Oxen to the French, asa Token of Homage, and 
thinks it rather true, that the French derive their Origin from the 
Freezlanders, according to Beatus Rbexanus and Adrianus Fau- 
HltS. 

Then he attacks the Opinion of thofe who fay, the Fri/on’s 
are defcended from Grunius the Trojan, the Builder of Groningez, 
and therefore writ them Phry/iz, as nearer the Phryges their Pro- 
gsenitors, and at laft tells us his own Sentiments, that Frefo, the 
Founder of their Nation, with his Brethren Saxo and Bruno, came 
trom an Indian Province called Beneditia Frefia; where having 
ferved under A/exander the Great, and not daring to ftay in the 
Country after his Death, took Shipping with what they could 
bring off, and landing in this Country, called it Fefrz, after his 
own Name. 

This he infifts upon atlarge in his Third Book, and thinks it the 
more probable, becaufe the Story of Saxo, the Founder of the 
Saxon Nation, agrees withit. He fays all Authors, Crantzius ex- 
cepted, agree, That the Saxons were fome Remains of the Mace- 
donian Army; and that before they came into Germany, they 
were called Alecedonians , for this he quotes the German Chro- 
nicle, printed at Mexrz, in 1482. the Annals of breesland, and 
others. 

His next Proof for this is Ancient Rhimes, Conftant Tradition, 
and the Univerfal Opinion of the Frifons, who have entertained it 
from Father toSon Succeffively, and convey’d it ro one another by 
Rhimes, a Cuftom, fayshe, which the moft prudent Nations have. 
made ufe of, as the readieft Prefervative againft Oblivion. He tells- 
us moreover, that all the freez/and Hiftorians he hath feen, give 
their Suffrage this way. 

As a further Proof of this, he alledges, That the Frifoxs were. 
conftantly great Lovers of Learning, and therefore could eafily pre- 
ferve their Origin and Antiquities from Oblivion. He favs alfo, that 
Frefo, their Founder, was verfed in all the Learning of.the Greeks, 
and ereCted a fort of Academies in many places, where Youth were 
inftru€ted in Learning, and the Artof War , andthathe erected one 
particularly at Stavren, near Stavo’s Temple, and piaced.a great - 
Library inthe Temple it felt. 
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In the next place, he acquaints us, that both Fryfon and Saxon 
Hiftorians agree as to Saxo, and that the People of reezland, 
Saxony and Brunfwick had formerly one and the fame Language, 
and form of Government. 

Then he gives us an Account of the Arms of the Saxons and 
Eyifons, from the Heraulds Books, and fays, that when Irz/o had 
the Defence of the German Ocean committed to his Charge, hs 
Arms were ina blue Field, three Silver Bars, oblique from the right 
ro the left, betwixt them 7red Leaves of a Water Rofe, 4 betwixt 
rhe Dexter and the middle Bar, and 3 betwixt that and the Simifter. 
Thefé, fays our Author, were the moft Ancient-Arms of the Frz/ons, 
and proves that they were ufed by their Princes, Dukes and Kings, 
and that the 7 Leaves fignified 7 Iflands, into which Freez/and was 
tormerly divided. Saxo’s Coat, he tells us, was alfo a blew Field, 
divided in the middle by a crofs Line, from the right to the leftender 
the fame, at the dexter Point, there wasa Lion, and at the finifter 
Pont a Draggon, their Heads almoft joined, and looking upon one 
another, with a pleafant Afpet. In the upper part there was an 
Eagle flying with expandedWings, looking upon both. In this place, 
he confutes Cranizixvs, who fays, that thofe are but New Bearings, 
and that V/itrekind, Duke of Saxony, who was overcome by Char- 
lemagne, carried in his Enfigns a black Colt,’ but when he turn’d 
Ghriftian, changed it into a white one. He proves from Methodius, 
who is many Centurieselder than JVittzkindus, that the Saxons in 
his time impreffed a Lion upon their Coin. He obferves, that 
Wittikindus was not King of the Saxons, but one of thofe twelve 
Princes (or Great Men) that governed Saxoay by turns , and there- 
fore bore the Arms of the Country, and not his own. He alfo quotes 
Wittikind the Monk,who in his 1ft Book of Hatthagar,D. of Saxony, 
fays, that when he encouraged his Men to Battle, be took up the 
Standard or Enfign' ( which they account Sacred) impreffed with a 
Lion and Dragon, and an Edele hovering over them, by which be would 
reprefent Fortitude and Prudence, and their Efficacy, and exprefs con- 
flancy of Mind by the Motion of the Body. 

In the reft of his Book he enquires after the Indian Frefia, and 
thinks it to be thePharrafii mentioned byCurtz4s,bevond the Ganges. 
He pretends to trace Fre/o’s Genealogy,as fur as Shem,one of Noab’s 
Sons, and gives an Account of the Travels of frefo and his Bre- 
thren,€%c. all which is fubmitted to the Keaders Cenfure,it being ap- 
plicable to Antiquaries better than to any other fort of Men. 

Qui bene conjexit Vatem bune perbibebo optimum. 
Gerardi 





